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t every family gathering there is at
A least one person taking pictures,
usually more than one. If you are one
of those people, the ideas in this booklet
are for you. While everyone else s getting
snapshots you can be the one who gets the

photos everyone wants copies of,

Many of today's cameras are described as
being “Point & Shoot” cameras and that is
how most people use them, Unfortunately,
in most cases the pictures that result are OK
snapshots but nothing to get really excited

about. With just a little planning and a few
simple Do's and Don'ts it will be much easier
to get the kind of pictures you are really
proud of.

The pages that follow contain 12
suggestions to help you take better family

photographs. You don't need to remember them all or
include every one on every picture you take. They are
not “rules” that must be followed. They are ideas about

how to get good pictures in different situations. If you
use just one idea in most of the pictures you take, you
will start to get better pictures very quickly. At times
when you can actually plan how you are going to set
up a shot you may want to combine 2 or 3 of these
ideas.

The more often you can include these suggestions in
how you take photos the easier it will become to use
them regularly. None of them are complicated or highly
technical. They are simple, easy to use suggestions that
will help get more enjoyment from taking pictures and
seeing the results you get.

The most important part of taking photos is to HAVE
FUN.



he quickest way to improve the family
Tphﬂtﬂﬁ that you take is to get in close

on your subject. Whether it is one
person or a group, try to fill the frame as

much as possible with your subjects, and
especially their faces,

You can fill the frame either by getting
physically closer to the subject or by using
the zoom feature on the camera, or both. In
family photos, background is normally the
enemy. The things that surround and are
behind your subject are not normally what
you are trying to photograph. It is (usually)
the people that you want to capture.

Background and surrounds are normally a
major distraction from what you want the
photo to show. If you take a shot of two
people laughing together from across the
room, most of the finished scene in the print
will be of the wall behind them, part of the
lamp on the table next to them and half of
one of the kids sitting on the floor in front
of them and none of these things add to
image that you want to show in the final
print.

Most of today's consumer cameras have
very wide angle lens and therefore capture
a very broad image. That is great for

scenic pictures on vacation but really works against
you when you want to take photos of people. The
camera's zoom feature will help you cut out unwanted
background but probably will not be enough. You will
need to get close also.

| suggest for photos

at family events keep
your camera set on the
maximum zoom all the
time. This will get help
you get tighter shots
right from the start. As
you are framing a shot in
the viewfinder continue
to move in close to your
subjects until they fill the
frame, then shoot.

After the event, look at your photos critically. Out of 24
images how many could have been shot even closer
than they were? How many were too tight? My guess
is that the first time or two you try this, there will be
very few if any, that were shot too tight.

How tight you want your shots is up to you as the
photographer. The main idea in this context is to have
you think about how tight the shots are. Normally,
closer is better but not always. It is up to you to judge.
Try shooting very tight and adjust how you shoot in
the future depending on how you like the results.



ﬁ Il of today's cameras that | am aware
of take photos that are wider than
they are high. Held level you subject
will fill the frame from top to bottom before
it will side to side. That means that a normal
shot of one or two people with the camera
level will include background in nearly
half of the frame. The result will be a very
distracting image.

For "People Pictures” turning the camera
up on edge vertically will normally give
you much better results. Family pictures
are normally centered on people and
people are taller than they are wide (usually,
although many families have on or two
exceptions to this rule!). By turning the
camera up on it's side as you shoot you
will be better able to fill the frame with
your subject and eliminate unwanted
background.

The more you can eliminate background
from your photos the better you will like
them. As | have said, background is the
enemy in most family photographs. It is

a distraction from what you really want

to capture, By turning the camera up on
edge to shoot you are controlling what you
allow in the image and you are focusing the
viewer's attention on the subject.




hen you are shooting family
pictures outdoors, avoid direct
sunlight! Yes, that is what | said,

avoid direct sunlight. Most people think
that you want to shoot outside on a

sunny day with the sun coming over the
photographer’s shoulder onto the subjects.
Wrong, wrong, wrong!

You need light to make a photograph there
is no doubt, but too much of a good thing
causes problems. Everything in moderation,
right?

Bright sun causes a number of problems

in photographs. First of all, it forces your
subjects to squint to protect their eyes.
Second it causes bright reflections on

light colored areas such as subjects faces,
light colored clothing and it lights the
background (the enemy, remember) as well
as it does the subject.

Have you ever noticed how those summer
shots at the beach look washed out and
over-exposed, It is probably because they
were shot in the bright afternoon sun.

When you want to shoot photos outdoors
on a sunny day try to find some open shade
to shoot under. Because of the bright sun

around you, you will have plenty of light to make the
image but the subjects will be more attractively lit
and you won't get bright white reflections from all the
light colored areas in the image.

If you don't have a shaded area available try to wait
for a passing cloud to break the full power of the sun.
If you can't even get any help from a cloud or two try
to shoot into a dark background such as foliage or a
dark colored wall. This way the finished photo is less
likely to be totally washed out by an extremely bright
background.

If you have no choices at all except bright sun
everywhere and you want to get the shot in spite

of the conditions, turn you subjects so they are not
facing directly into the sun. Try to arrange the shot
so you are shooting with the sun at somewhat of an
angle from the side. This will reduce the number of
very bright reflections bouncing back to the camera.
Also try to have your subjects avoid white or light
colored clothing that tends to become severely over-
exposed very easily.

“Becauseof tha bright sun.|
ook the model inte. a shadad
play area wheare this image was
shat”


































